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Indoors or out, there’s been
lots of fun this summer
LEFT… All aboard the roundabout at South Kessock fun day. The
sun shone, the kids ate and had their faces painted and slid on a
giant slide. And the grown-ups had a good time too.
BELOW… Youngsters from Merkinch Theatre Group have been
busy. They had their Ganga event, then they danced at the June
Jamboree, and finally performed a wide range of items, from
Shakespeare to street dancing at their Festival Showcase.
BELOW LEFT… Don’t hold me down! At the school sports the
obstacle race is always lots of fun.
INSIDE… More photographs of fun days and festival activities.
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Merkinch Summer Arts Festival success

Theatre group

Mask decorating

Felting workshop

ENTRIES and attendances to the 11-day Summer Arts
Festival, both at the gallery and to workshops, continue to
increase each year. Indeed, most workshops — which
included ceramic painting, felting, mask and bag
decorating and drama — had waiting lists.
Winners of the Art Society of Inverness prizes were
Lynn Fraser for her delicate landscape with a windmill and
Nancy Elsby for her detailed drawing of a Highland cow.
The artist and the photographer that found the most
favour with the hundreds who visited the Black Bridge
Gallery were Norma MacDougall for “The Jazz Singer”
and “Sunday Best”, and the Action for Children
photographic montage. Other Arts in Merkinch prizes went
to Peter Macdonald Fergusson (best used recycled
materials), Chloe Hardy (best mixed media), Claire
Richardson (best landscape), Grace Munro (best abstract)
and Kathleen Adam (best small painting).

Street drama

Centre stage enlarged

Youngsters from Merkinch Primary’s nursery classes enjoyed a picnic in their garden.

MERKINCH Community Centre has just
taken delivery of additional staging which
can make the existing stage by two metres
deeper. It can also double as a catwalk 12
metres long — so if you are planning a
charity fashion show, Merkinch is the place
to be! The project was supported by the
Merkinch Partnership.
In the month of June there were over
2,500 visits made to the theatre. Among the
various events were organisations hiring the
facility for conferences, end of term
productions and the Inverness Mod event.
The June Jamboree was the home-grown
event where all the local community groups
played to a packed audience. (See pictures
on page 10).
Last month, during the Summer Arts
Festival the Merkinch Theatre Group also
put on their Showcase, the Indians made a
welcome return and the Corbett Centre held
a concert.

involving young people in Merkinch
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33 Grant Street
Inverness
IV3 8BN

Tel: 01463 717639
Fax: 01463 717723
Not only is it Summer, and the holidays of course, but it’s been a fairly sultry Summer so far, and it looks like it’s going to get
even hotter, judging by the wealth of activity taking place at mp33 recently, with more to come. We have a packed and diverse
Summer Programme this year, with everything from the usual outdoor pursuits, such as mountain biking and canoeing, to
Macrame and creative workshops in dance and drama. There’s more than enough there to suit everyone’s tastes, and there are
still places available to book. Contact your nearest booking centre now. For further details, go online to the site below and click
on Leisure and Summer Programmes;

GUITAR CLUB

www.highlandeventsandfestivals.com

GIRLS GROUP
The girls group had a real blast, albeit a slightly damp one, during their recent
residential at Badaguish. The girls enjoyed both outdoor and indoor activities over a
wet weekend, which left them exhausted but happy. The group will reconvene after
the Summer break, and hopes to look into achievement awards for later in the year.
The Guitar Club is continuing to do very well, and we’ve had a few guest appearances
over the months, including a visit by local musician Andy Gunn, and have also attracted
a few new members. Our band set-up is almost complete, save for an amp repair,
though, once again, the bike shed, where we would like to house the kit permanently,
continues to be problematic - reasons explained below.
The guitar club is hoping to take part in a number of open mic nights in late August, in
the run up to a local acoustic festival, the details of which will be available soon. The first
two nights are planned to be on Fridays, 21st and 28th August from 7:00pm - 9:30pm,
and will be hosted either at the bike shed, or in another premises on Grant Street. It is
hoped that there will be 2 nights of performance on Friday the 4th September, and a
finale on Saturday the 5th September at the Merkinch Community Centre. This should
be an entertaining and enjoyable series of events for the late Summer. Everyone in the
community is encouraged to take part.
Although our members are all at different levels at the moment, we are progressing
well, and will be introducing RGT grading learning materials either late ‘09 or early ’10.
We will then work on this for as long as it takes to put members through basic grading,
and then progress from there.
The girls canoeing at Loch Morlich

BIKE SHED BLUES
There continue to be building fabric problems at the bike shed, as it seems to have
developed some more substantial leaks. Some light fittings are also in need of repair.
We hope to get these repairs carried out as soon as possible, since the bike shed is a
highly popular local venue. It ranspires that a major reason behind the leaks is the
damage done to the roof by certain individuals who have been enjoying a little urban
parquor, regardless of the potential costs to the public purse. We would discourage
anyone from climbing onto the bike shed roof. Not only is it not good for the bike shed,
but there is also considerable risk of serious injury.
The Arts in Merkinch Gallery Exhibition at the bike shed, held from 26th June to 10th
July has proved to be yet another annual success, showcasing a tremendous range of
local talent. Our young people are also consistently requesting use of the bike shed for
relaxation and recreation, so we hope to get the venue fit for purpose for more events
and activities soon.

THE FILM FACTORY
The Film Factory held one of its bi-annual showcases on Friday the 10th July at mp33.
The showcase consisted of a brief time-lapse animation, followed by a crime caper, a
CSI style intro, a few experimental shorts, and finishing with the film factory’s take on
the Mummy, a tongue-in-cheek piece that raised a few smiles from the audience.
It was a great night, and the group is keen to experiment more with filming and editing.
If you want to join, get in touch.
The girls back at the lodge

MP33 DIARY DVD
mp33 is making a short film about a week in the life of the centre, in a video diary
format. It is hoped the video will be a visual tool to demonstrate the depth and
breadth of work that is carried out here, for those who are interested, and feature the
people that use the facility, namely our young people, besides being a visual record.
We note, with pleasure, that a number of our young people will soon be moving on
into further education, including some who will soon be starting a digital media
course at Inverness College. We wish them all the best for their lives and future careers,
and remind them that we are always here to help them in whatever capacity we can.
One of our future projects will be to further explore how mp33 can work in liaison
with FE, particularly for digital arts, since we are well equipped in that respect.
All the regular groups and time-slots on our weekly rota will resume once the schools
have returned. If you have any queries or require information about our service, please
do not hesitate to get in contact. We are always willing to talk, and are open to any
suggestions and ideas you may have to improve or get involved in the service.
A frame from ‘Help, Mummy’, a film about the struggle of an Egyptian Mummy to get medical help.
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Jamboree or Fun Days… that’s entertainment!

Karate power at the June Jamboree

South Kessock: The stalls were busy...

...and so was the barbecue.

Benula Road: A fun day has to
have a bouncy castle!

Benula Road: A welcome bit of
shade.

Sailor’s hornpipe
at the Jamboree
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How do you kill off a
circus?
Go for the juggler!

Why do cannibals not like
to eat clowns?
They taste funny!

Doc, I can't stop
singing the Green, Green
Grass of Home.
That sounds to me like
Tom Jones syndrome.
Is it common?
It's not unusual!

Fliperz Daycare
Katie
Gibb of
Children
1st was
delighted
to receive
a cheque
for £250,
the result
of Fliperz
recent
Pedal
Push
event.

Enrolment

Fliperz still has a
few vacancies for
the August term
— contact Denise
on 234232.

Fliperz are
collecting Tesco
vouchers for
schools and
children’s clubs.
Please hand in at
Fliperz or Merkinch
Enterprise.

If your child becomes 3 years old
between 1st March and 31st August
2009, you can enrol him/her for a
Funded Nursery place now. Four-yearolds can also be enrolled. When
enrolling please bring your child’s
Birth Certificate.
You may call into Fliperz and have a
look round any time.
 Daycare
 Nursery Sessions
 After School Care
 Holiday Care

Contact: The Childcare Manager
Fliperz Daycare,
Simpson’s Lane.
Telephone 234232.

