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Bet meets the 
Mouses  

 

LEFT... Dwarfed by her new-found friends 

is local Highland Councillor Bet McAllister. 

The event was South Kessock Residents’ 

Christmas Grotto where the theme was 

Disneyland. For more coverage of this and 

other festive events see Page 6. 

Pupils run 
Xmas Fayre  

 

FROM Nursery classes up 

to P7, youngsters at 

Merkinch Primary played 

their part in making the 

school’s Christmas Fayre a 

roaring success. 

In the beautifully 

decorated school hall, 

parents and friends 

snapped up inventive 

baubles and cards, 

glamorous gifts and even 

fairy dust.  

Not only did the children 

make most of the goods on 

offer, they also learned 

retail skills, engaging 

passers-by and bargaining. 
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AGE Concern – 0800 731 4931. 

ALCOHOL, Inverness Council on – 

34 Tomnahurich St, tel 220995. 

CHILDLINE – 0800 1111. Free 

confidential advice 24 hours a day.  

CITIZENS Advice Bureau – 

Appointments, 01463 237664 

COMMUNITY CENTRE – 239563. 

COMMUNITY HOUSE, Craigton 

Avenue – 718848. 

Your local COUNCILLORS –  

Janet Campbell 226598;  

Donnie Kerr 225217;  

Richard Laird, 07557 566552 

Bet McAllister 710558. 

CRIMEBUSTERS – 0800 555111. 

DENTIST, Emergency – 0845 644 

2271. 

DOG Warden – 703134. 

DRUGLINE Scotland – tel 0800 

776600. Free advice on drugs 24hrs. 

HOUSING Problems – 703800. 

MERKINCH Enterprise – 240085. 

mp33 – 717639. 

NEW START – 715615 or 728770. 

NEWS & VIEWS – 240085, 221027. 

MERKINCH Partnership Officer – 

718989. 

PRIMARY School, Merkinch – 

232962. 

REFUSE, extra and bulky collection – 

230634. 

ROAD to RECOVERY – Ian Polworth, 

Madras Street Mission, 715809. 

SAMARITANS – 67a Tomnahurich St, 

tel 713456 or 08457 909090 (local rate). 

SMOKELINE – 0800 84 84 84. 

SOCIAL WORK Dept , Emergency – 

0845 769 7284. 

TRADING Standards – 0845 600 

4222. 

VICTIM Support – tel 258834. 

WEBSITE, Merkinch Community —

www.merkinch.info 

Inverness WOMEN’S Aid – 

Confidential support for abused women, 

tel 220719. 

WORKING For Families – Drew on  

01463 728759. 

Helpline 

Got a contact you 
think we should in-

clude? Contact News 
& Views on 240085 

 

INVERNESS TRINITY  
CHURCH of SCOTLAND 

 

“We aim to be a welcoming fellowship, 
proclaiming in worship the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
ready to serve with compassion the needs of the 

community.” 

Your Parish Church 
Rev Alistair Murray BD. 

 

Sunday Services 11am. 
(Sunday School & Crèche during the morning service) 

6.30pm First Sunday in 
Month  

Girls’ Brigade meets Mondays 6.30pm 

Boys’ Brigade meets Fridays 6pm 

Induction Loop System  

All Welcome 
(www.trinityinverness.org.uk) 

Inverness Trinity Church of Scotland 

 is a registered Scottish Charity (SC015432) 

Girls’ Brigade meets Mondays 6.30pm
Boys’ Brigade meets Fridays 6pm

 

Your Parish Church
Rev Alistair Murray BD.

 

This month’s printing and 
collating processes are 

funded courtesy of Merkinch 
Partnership. 

 

 

St Michael & All 
Angels 

Episcopal Church 
28 Abban Street, Inverness 

 

Sunday Mass 
11am 

Sunday School during 
Service 

 

A warm welcome is 
extended to everyone. 
Induction loop system. 

 

Contact number  
01463 870986. 

St Michael’s is a registered charity (SCO 10352) 

Plea goes out to potters to pick up work 

THE Clay Studio was mobbed at the 

various drop-ins held on its opening 

weekend back in November and a wide 

range of pieces were made by folk of all 

ages, from tiny hand-painted tiles to hand-

built and thrown pots and plates. 

Initial teething problems with the kiln 

meant delays in delivery dates, but now 

Allison, the lead potter, would be grateful 

if anyone who is waiting to collect their 

work would come now as storage space is 

limited. 

To arrange collection, please ring Allison 

or Catherine on 01463 719712. 
 

 Full programmes for both The Clay 

Studio and The Bike Shed are on Page 7. A 

range of classes is just beginning — is there 

one for you? 

http://www.trinityinverness.org.uk/


Let the Community 
Council know what 

your issues are 
 

IF you want to raise an issue, 

cast light on a problem 

affecting your area or want 

to contact the Community 

Council, the secretary is 

Bryan McIlwraith and the 

email address is 

rightenough@merkincher.co

.uk 

He says, “Merkinch 

Community Council 

welcomes hearing from 

residents about any issues in 

the area that concern them. 

Just get in touch.” 
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Search FACEBOOK for Nicols Corner Shop, become a friend and 
be 1st to hear of our HALF PRICE offers 

Nicol’s Corner Shop, 57 Grant Street,  
Inverness IV3 8BP. Tel: 01463 231596. 

 

Ladies and Gents Quartz Watches good selection from only £4.99 each. 
  Watch Batteries (Renatta) only £1 ea. Batteries fitted for an extra 99p.  

Leather covered Watch Straps only £2.99 ea. Straps fitted FREE.  

Nicol’s are not jewellers so certain conditions will apply to the 
above offers – Please ask. 

 

NO Fancy Premises – NO Fancy Prices - 
AMAZING value for money! 

 

Have you cancelled your New Year Resolution Yet? – Did you decide to 
Lose weight – Get fitter – Find a new job – Become your own boss – 

Make some extra money – Meet new people – Spread some good news 
– Set yourself up financially with a residual income – Become healthier 
– Make yourself and other people happier – Create a secure future for 

your family – Change peoples lives for the better. 
Learn  about the Power of 3 and product referral marketing at 

www.afix4health.com or call Tel; Trevor Nicol on 01463 231596 
Stemtech Health Sciences Independent distributor id 5566540.  

Merkinch’s good name, festive thefts, ASB 
issues, and at last new locks for the flats 

MERKINCH is NOT the worst 

area in Inverness, according to the 

police. And if more calls come in 

from Merkinch than other parts of 

the city, that’s because  people 

here are more prepared to take a 

stand against crime and anti-social 

behaviour. 

The issue arose at the last 

meeting of 2012 of Merkinch 

Community Council following yet 

another article in the weekly press 

showing Merkinch in a negative 

light. 

 A number of housebreakings 

had been reported in the run-up 

to Christmas. Community Beat 

Officer Ian Blackburn pointed 

out that in a number of cases 

doors or windows had been left 

out. He stressed that it was 

necessary, particularly at this 

time of year extra vigilance was 

required and it was sensible to 

keep doors locked even when 

you are in the house to prevent 

opportunist thefts. 

 Member Rev Burkitt, who 

runs the anti-addiction charity For 

the Right Reasons, again pressed 

for a specialist doctor to help the 

150 drug addicts in the area. 

 The CBO also reported that 

the flats in Upper Kessock Street 

were again a focus for antisocial 

behaviour and that the police 

were  actively targeting the 

source of the problems. Any 

member of the public with 

information on thefts or other 

offences should ring 01463 

715555 or the CBO number 

01463 228485. 

 There had been a theft of 

copper from the Carse industrial 

estate and a generator had been 

stolen from Gael Force Marine. 

 Tracey Urry of Highland 

Council housing department 

addressed the meeting. In the 

week prior to the meeting a 

complete new door entry system 

had been installed in the 

Coronation Street flats. The new 

system features electromagnetic 

locking. Resident Nick Owen 

reports that the new system 

functions perfectly. Members 

heard that the police were able 

to comment on allocations. 

Chris’s raffle raises 
funds for school 

FOUR young ladies from Merkinch 

Primary took time off from their 

Christmas holidays to draw a raffle at 

the Go Outdoors store on Glendoe 

Terrace. The prize was a beautiful 

engraved mirror showing a Scottish 

wildcat made by Chris Scatchard, 

Telford Road who works at the store. 

Chris donated the raffle proceeds to 

the school for playground 

equipment... And Go Outdoors threw 

in a couple of sledges as well! 

Pictured are, from left: Katy, Chloe, 

Chris, MPD acting head teacher 

Jillian Kean, Angel and Caitlin. 

mailto:rightenough@merkincher.co.uk
mailto:rightenough@merkincher.co.uk
http://www.afix4health.com/
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Briefs… 

 

 A TOTAL of 125 patients failed 

to turn up for appointments 

Fairfield Medical Practice in 

November without advising 

reception. And there was a further 

95 no-shows in December. Those 

who are not able to attend 

appointments should have a 

thought for others waiting to see the 

doctor and call 713939 so that 

someone else can be given their slot. 
 

 CONGRATULATIONS to the 

December winner of Nicol’s Killer Price 

Quiz Diane Duffy, Craigton Avenue. 

She wins a £10 voucher for Nicol’s 

shop. Your chance to have a go is on 

Page 8. 
 

  ALTHOUGH Merkinch 

Community Centre is a busy place, 

those involved in running it want to 

get the views of local people of all ages 

to find out what you would like them 

to provide in the Community Centre... 

that is, if it is not already there in the 

present provision. 

To that end the Centre is holding an 

Open Day on Monday 25th February 

from 9.30am-3.30pm.  

See the Centre website on 

www.merkinchcommunitycentre.org.

uk for what’s on offer now. 

Throughout the Open Day there will 

be free tea and coffee. 

 “Come along and let us have your 

views,” says Elsie Normington.  
 

  INVERNESS High School was 

among a number of Highland Schools 

taking part in a week-long anti-litter 

campaign funded by Zero Waste 

Scotland last month. A total of £24,000 

was awarded to the project in the North. 
 

  ALL people facing homelessness 

through no fault of their own won the 

right to settled accommodation from 

the end of 2012. Scotland's historic 

homelessness commitment will be met 

following changes in the law. 

This means that all councils across 

Scotland will have to provide settled 

accommodation to anyone who is 

unintentionally homeless. Currently 

that right only applies to certain 

groups identified as being in priority 

need, such as families with dependent 

children. 

 

 
The brighter you are, the more 

you have to learn.   
Don Herold 

Thought for the day 

 

to deliver News & 
Views in  
 

Maclennan  
Crescent  

 

It will take you 
around half an 
hour, once a 
month.  
 

You needn’t go out 
in the rain and it 
will help keep you 
fit.  
 

If you are prepared 
to volunteer, 
please ring  
Merkinch  
Enterprise on 
01463 240085 or 
drop in to 14 Grant 
Street. 

THE Golden Times 

programme at Merkinch 

Community Centre 

continues to prove popular. 

 Mondays see Knitting 

for charity and Tai Chi. 

Every second Monday 

there is a Social Gathering 

which includes singing and 

dancing. 

 On Tuesday 

afternoons there is the 

chance to take part in your 

favourite TV game shows also 

an opportunity to go 10-pin 

bowling and even play golf on 

the Wii Sports! 

 On Wednesday mornings 

there’s a class on digital 

photography, while in the 

afternoon pupils from 

Inverness High come to help 

those struggling with texting 

and using other modern 

gadgets. 

 Thursday mornings you 

can dig up your past 

with a course on tracing 

ancestry and building a 

family tree. An 

alternative on these 

mornings is a craft 

session — everything 

from card-making and  

scrap-booking to 

needlework. There is 

also an introduction to 

computers in the early 

afternoon. 

 Friday is exercise day 

with gentle easy exercises in 

the morning followed by 

archery over lunchtime. 

 For more details ring 

01463 239563. 

Golden Times shine on at the Centre 

Do you have a 
story for us?    

An achievement to 
tell us about? 

Do you want to have your say about 
local issues? 

 

Contact News & Views by emailing 
bette@merkinch.com  
or ring Merkinch Enterprise on 240085. 

Give us a 
hand 

South Kessock stalwart retires  
 

NEWS & Views volunteer Robbie Dyce is retiring after many years’ service delivering in the 

South Kessock area. He was one of the earliest to volunteer and for a long time has been a 

familiar sight round the eight streets. Latterly he had cut back on his round, but was still 

delivering his home street of Carnarc Crescent. Happy retirement, Robbie! 

If anyone would like to take over Robbie’s round, please contact Merkinch Enterprise on 

01463 240085. Another temporary vacancy has arisen for the Glendoe Terrace/Ord View route, 

due to illness.  

These two are in addition to the longer-term vacancies we advertise regularly. Volunteers are 

asked to give up around half an hour a month, it helps keep you fit... and you don’t  have to go 

out in the rain!  

 

NEW money is to go to Scottish agencies helping people who are 

bearing the brunt of UK benefit cuts. In response to a substantial 

increase in requests for help as a result of UK welfare reforms, a new 

Scottish government package of funding will support those providing 

front-line advice and support to people across the country. 

This will include: 

 Immediate cash injection of £300,000 for services such as those 

provided by Citizens Advice Scotland (CAS)  

 Setting up a new £1.7 million fund providing direct support to 

advice services 

 A further £3.4 million to be spent over the next two years on 

helping organisations mitigate the impacts welfare reforms. 

Changes in Child Tax Credit and Working Tax Credit will reduce 

the budgets of more than 100,000 households in Scotland – 88 per 

cent of them couples with children. On average these families will be 

£700 a year worse off. 

Help for benefit losers 

http://www.merkinchcommunitycentre.org.uk/
http://www.merkinchcommunitycentre.org.uk/
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   Merkinch Partnership…  

Alastair Stewart & Son 
Memorials Ltd 

 

Granite Memorials at KEEN prices 
Additional inscriptions in any cemetery 

 

For a colour brochure ring 

01463 710178 
12-14 Carsegate Rd North, Inverness IV3 8DU 

Published by Merkinch Enterprise 
14 Grant Street, Inverness IV3 8BL 

Tel:  (01463) 715450 Fax:  01463 717977 
e.mail:  info@merkinch.com 

Opinions expressed in this publication are not neces-
sarily those of the editor, or of Merkinch Enterprise. 

Merkinch News & Views always welcomes input from readers. If you have an idea for an 
article, any comments or questions, please get in touch with us at the above address. 

Employment Support ProgrammeEmployment Support ProgrammeEmployment Support Programme   
 

 

If you are aged between 16 and 24 years and not working you are 

eligible to take part in our Employment Support Programme. Get help with... 

*Looking for vacancies  *Job Applications *CVs    *Interview Skills   *Free Internet access  
 

For more information contact Peter Corbett, Merkinch Partnership, 4 Grant Street, 

Inverness Tel: 01463 718989 / 07771370953; E-mail: peter@merkinch.com 

Are you unemployed and 
looking for work? 

Come along to Merkinch Work 
Club! 

Get help with...  

* Looking for vacancies * Producing a CV 

* Job application forms * Interview Skills 

* Free Internet access   * Using a computer 

* Registering on the Government Gateway job 

search website 

* Help and advice with benefits claims. 
 

Merkinch Work Club takes place on: 

MONDAYS from 10.00a.m to 3.00p.m in 

Merkinch Enterprise, 14 Grant Street 

THURSDAYS from 10.00a.m to 3.00p.m 

in the Bike Shed, 23 Grant Street. 
 

For more info contact Anne on 01463 718989 / 
07872014520. 

mailto:peter@merkinch.com
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Give 
us a 
hand 
 

to deliver News & Views in  

Madras, Nelson and 

Brown Streets.  
It will take you around 30 to 40 

minutes, once a month. You 

needn’t go out in the rain and it 

will help keep you fit. If you are 

prepared to volunteer, please 

ring Merkinch Enterprise on 

01463 240085 or drop in at 14 

Grant St. 

 
Madras Street Hall 

 

 

 

SUNDAY — CHURCH SERVICE — 5PM 

 

SUNDAY — SUNDAY SCHOOL — 5PM, 

DURING CHURCH SERVICE 

 

TUESDAY BIBLE DISCUSSION GROUP 

— 7PM 

 

THURSDAY — CAFE — 2-4PM 

 

THURSDAY — ROAD TO RECOVERY 

— 7.30PM 

 

CONTACT — TEL: 01463 715809 / 01463 

231981 

 

Madras Street Hall 

41 Madras Street 

Festive fun 
around        
Merkinch 

TOP LEFT... The team who ran 

SKRA Grotto. 

TOP RIGHT... AiM panto fairies 

rehearse. 

RIGHT... 

LEADING 

lights at the 

AiM Panto. 

 

BELOW... Just 

one of several 

Flag players to 

meet Sky star 

Cecil Martin. 

RIGHT... 

Happy 

holly face 

at SKRA 

Grotto. 
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Programmes at The Bike Shed 
and The Clay Studio  
February/March 2013 
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Prize Quiz  
Quiz fans once again get a shot at winning the Nicol’s Corner 

Shop prize of a £10 voucher. When you’ve answered all the 

questions, fill in your details and send your entry in or deliver it to 

Merkinch Enterprise, 14 Grant Street to reach us no later than 

Friday, 22 February. 

 

 

 

Name…………………………………………………... 

 

 

Address………………………….…………………........ 

 

 

 

Phone……………………………………………….…… 

Last month’s quiz check 

1. When you deliberately sink your own boat that’s called scut-

tling. 

2. Aspergers is a developmental issue, not a plant. 

3. Human beings can only survive three minutes without air. 

4. The film “The Godfather” opens with his daughter’s wedding. 

5. Sarenza is an online shoe shop, not Sicilian sea food. 

6. Leonard Nimoy, the Vulcan Mr Spock, was born in Boston 

USA, not any of the given choice — our mistake, sorry folks 

7. Marlene Dietrich starred in “The Blue Angel” . 

8. Dr Spock was an expert in child-rearing . 
9. The Purser looks after the cash on a ship.  

10. Barwick Green is the theme tune of The Archers. 

 You and  
 your health 

 

When your throat is really 
sore, maybe it’s your tonsils 

 

TONSILLITIS is an inflammation of the tonsils. Your tonsils are 

situated on either side of the back of your throat. They are part of the 
body's immune system and work by trapping viruses and bacteria 

travelling through the body. 

Tonsillitis is spread by air-borne droplets, hand contact and kissing. 

Symptoms normally show within two to four days after contact with 

the infection. 

If you have a sore throat that lasts for more than a few days or is 
very painful with a marked difficulty in swallowing you should 

consult your GP. 

In the majority of patients, the throat infection is caused by a virus. 

As in the case of the common cold, viral infection cannot be 

treated with antibiotics and patients should take painkillers to 

bring down any temperature and kill any pain.  

You may also wish to use a mouthwash to reduce discomfort. 

In a small minority of people, tonsillitis caused by bacteria is treated 
with antibiotics. If antibiotics are prescribed it is important that you 

finish the course to ensure that the infection is cured. 

Tonsillectomies, where the tonsils are surgically removed, may be 

necessary for those who suffer severe, repeated bouts of tonsillitis 
that do not respond to traditional methods of treatment. However, 

nowadays this practice is relatively rare. 

  If the pain in the throat is severe or persists for more than a few 

days with marked difficulty in swallowing, high fever or vomiting 

you should consult your GP. 
  Drink warm drinks and eat soft food. 

  Throat lozenges and mouthwash can help ease symptoms. 

  Drink plenty of fluids to avoid dehydration. 
Your local pharmacist can give advice on the suitable pain killers. 
 

Remember – people are all different. Some of the information 

given above may not be right for you. Ask your pharmacist when 

you need advice. 

 

Rowland's Pharmacy 
54 Grant Street, Inverness 

Tel:  01463 232217 

CELEBRITY SLIM is a sassy new diet approach 

based on science. CELEBRITY SLIM is designed 

to help you control your weight and, more impor-

tantly, to maintain it. Eat one balanced meal each 

day and snack on a variety of allowable foods.  

 

Rowland's Pharmacy 
54 Grant Street, Inverness 

Tel:  01463 232217 

FREE SERVICE 
It can take both time and trouble to 
order a repeat prescription, collect it 
from the surgery and then visit a 
pharmacy. We can help by collecting 
your prescriptions from the surgery 
for you. In most cases all you have to 
do is order your prescription from 
your doctor’s in the usual way and tell 
them we will collect it. We will have 
your medication ready for you about 
48 to 60 hours later.  
 

Available from all city surgeries 

CELEBRITY SLIM is de-

signed to help you control 

your weight and to maintain 

it. Simply replace two meals 

each day with our delicious 

CELEBRITY SLIM meal 

replacement products. Eat 

one balanced meal each day 

and snack on a variety of 

allowable foods. When you 

reach your goal, CELEB-

RITY SLIM will help you 

maintain it, with a compre-

hensive lifestyle plan. 

 

Sagrada Familia is a famous 

church in which city? 

A: Amsterdam  

B: Barcelona    

C: Paris. 

2.In Greek mythology the 

minotaur is half man, half 

what? 

A: Bull  

B: Horse  

C: Fish.  

3. One for you scientists: What 

is di-hydrogen monoxide?  

A: Water 

B: Vodka 

C: Tonic. 

4. Kids TV’s Sponge Bob 

Square Pants lives in what? 
A: Cabbage 

B: Marrow 

C: Pineapple. 

5. How many records has 

Kylie Minogue sold? 

A: 17 million 

B: 7 million  

C: 70 million. 

6. Which champagne bottle 

holds six litres?  

A Jeroboam  

B: Noah  

C: Methuselah. 

7. Liverpool FC’s song You'll 

Never Walk Alone is from 

which musical?  
A: Oklahoma  

B: Carousel  

C: Les Miserables. 

8. What is the Greek word for 

fire?  
A: Pater 

B: Pyro  

C: Porage.  
 

9.  Mariposa, Farfalla, and 

Papillon are all European 

words for what?  

A: Butterflies 

B: Pasta 

C: Motor cars.  
 

10. Whitch Caribbean island’s 

name stems from the 

Portuguese for “bearded 

ones”? 

A: Antigua  

B: Barbados  

C: Cuba.
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Keep fit with the Green Gym 
 

THE Green Gym has two Wednesday dates this month: 
 

February activities 
 
Wed 6

th
  –  Torvean Quarry, Vegetation Clearance 

  Work Club (pm) 
 

Wed 13
th

  – Torvean Quarry, Vegetation Clearance 
  Work Club (pm) 
 

Wed 20
th

  – Culloden Battlefield, Restoration of battlefield 
  Work Club (pm) 
 

Wed 27
th

  – Inverness Greenspace (tbc) 
  Habitat management 
  Work Club (pm) 

 

Get involved, keep fit, do something useful and learn some new skills! 
 

For more info ring, 01463 811560 or email Ullie at u.wenzel@btcv.org.uk 

 

Participants can meet at Inverness Library at 

9.45am or South Kessock turning circle at 

10am and on finishing at 1pm there is the 

opportunity to go on to join the GG Work 

Club in the afternoon where there is help 

with moving towards employment. It runs 

from 1.45pm to 4pm. Please bring a packed 

lunch. For more info ring the office on 01463 

811560. 

CHLOE Connell from Merkinch Karate Club was 

chosen as Inverness Area Sports Council Under 12 

Sports Personality of the Year for 2012. 

Said Dolina Ross who runs the club, “Chloe had an 

amazing year”... 

 She was crowned Scottish Shotokan Junior Kata 

Champion  

 She won a Silver medal at the Karate Alba 

Championships  

 She was awarded her Black Belt 

  And she was voted Inverness Area Sports 

Personality of the Year. 

“All this from a little girl from Merkinch who used to 

cry when I initially attempted to teach her Karate 

combinations!” said Dolina. “She used to say ‘I can't 

do that because it muddles up my brain’. 

“However, with gentle coaching over the past five  

years Chloe has developed into a superb Karate Kid 

who has a great future ahead of her.  

“With her amazing flexibility, kicking, Kata and 

fighting ability, Chloe is a great role models for 

children in Merkinch. “  

2012 was an 
amazing year for 

Karate Chloe 

AN old man in Shetland calls up his son in 

London and says, "Listen, your mother and I 

are getting divorced. Forty-five years of 

misery is enough." 

“Dad, what are you talking about?" the son 

screams. 

“We can't stand the sight of each other any 

longer,” he says. "I'm sick of her face, and 

I'm sick of talking about this, so call your 

sister in Dublin and tell her," and he hangs 

up. Now, the son is worried. So he calls up 

his sister. She says, "Like hell they’re getting 

divorced!" and calls her father immediately. 

"You’re not getting divorced! Don't do 

another thing, the two of us are flying home 

tomorrow to talk about this.  

“Until then, don't call a lawyer, don't file a 

paper, DO YOU HEAR ME?” and she hangs 

up. 

The old man turns to his wife and says 

"Okay, they’re coming for Christmas and 

paying their own airfares." 

  Humour on the ’Net 
More than one way to have a happy Christmas... 

mailto:e.lawson@btcv.org.uk
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Sports News Merkinch Sports News Merkinch Sports News  

CHECK on the Merkinch Partnership Sports pages on Facebook: just search for Merkinch and look out for the Merkinch 

Sports page, Merkinch Football Academy and Merkinch Mountain Bike Club. All have sporting videos, pictures and news.  

Or contact David on 01463 718989 or 07951 977 922.  

Football 
MERKINCH Street League and Youth 

League Trials will be held on Saturday 2 

February at Clach Park starting at 11am..  

Merkinch P6-7 team are now playing regular 

games in IDYFA league at Inverness High 

School under coaches Michael Moffat, James 

Paterson and George Mitchell. 

Merkinch P4-5 team continue to train on 

Saturday mornings led by coaches Peter 

Corbett, Sean Ross and James Ross. The team 

hope to pick up some friendlies ahead of the 

summer league. 

Merkinch P1-3 team continue with their 

training on Fridays under coaches Jackie Kelly, 

Kayleigh Rose and George Mitchell and are 

hoping to pick up some friendly games in the 

near future. 

Merkinch under 13 Girls date at Gordonstoun 

on Saturday 19th January to take part in a round

-robin tournament with five other Girls’ teams 

from around the Highlands was cancelled due 

to the weather. 
 

Life skills visit 
 

On the 9th and 10th December as part of our 

life skills and wider community activities we 

arranged for over 50 pupils from Merkinch 

Primary School who attend football training to 

be taken on a tour of Burnett Road Police 

Station.  

There the police told them about their roles, 

the equipment they use and took them on a tour 

of the Police Station.  

 

HiFiReS 
 

Another HiFiReS youth training course came to 

a conclusion on Wednesday 16th January with 

participants laying on a demonstration of the 

skills they had learnt during their 10-week 

training course. 

 

 

American Football 
 

An American Flag Football event was held in 

December in partnership with Active Schools 

and Inverness Blitz (pictured above and left).  

With four Inverness secondary school teams 

competing in a round-robin tournament and 

joining the secondary school players for a 

players’ clinic were the pupils from Merkinch 

primary 7.  

Cecil Martin, a former star of NFL and now 

Sky Sports commentator was on hand to give 

out medals to deserving primary school pupils.  

Merkinch Primary School can now look 

forward to taking part in the only primary 

school American Flag Football league in the 

UK when they join another five teams in 

competition in March. 

 

Fishing 
 

Fishing resumed with a trip to Achnagour on a 

very wintry 12th January when ice was forming 

on the rod rings! Anyone interested in coming 

fishing should phone Tommy Wright on 0753 

553 6117. First fish of the year, a near-three 

pound rainbow trout, went to  Graham. 
 

Check out the Merkinch Sports, Merkinch 

Football Academy, Merkinch Angling Club 

and Merkinch Mountain Bike Club pages on 

Facebook for more info or contact David on 

07951 977 922. 

Merkinch Flag team joins UK Primary League 

Sky sports star Cecil Martin meets Merkinchers at the recent Flag Football event 

Discussing tactics at the recent Flag Football event 
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Fliperz  

 If your child was born between 1st September 

2009 and 31st December 2009 he/she will be 

eligible for a funded place in January 2013. 

 Born between 1st January and 28th February 

2010 will be eligible for a funded place in April 

2013.  

When enrolling please bring along your child’s Birth 

Certificate. 

You may call into Fliperz and have a look round at any 

time. Fliperz also provides: 

 Day Care 

 Nursery sessions 

 After School Care 

 Holiday Care. 

 

Contact: The Childcare Manager, Fliperz Day Care, 

Merkinch Hall, Simpson’s Lane, Inverness 

Telephone 01463 234232. 

 

What sort TV shows 

do ducks like? 

     Duckumentaries 

   What do you get if 
you cross a parrot 
with a centipede? 
 
A walkie-talkie 

  

Why did the turkey 

cross the road? 

To prove he wasn’t 
chicken 

 Is that a Number 2a bus? Get out your crayons 
and decide what colour you want to make it?  



12 News & Views 

  

 Chloe is Karate 
Club star 

 

PROUDLY showing her trophies is 

Chloe Connel surrounded by some of 

her fellow members at Merkinch Karate 

Club and their trainer Dolina Ross 

(back left), Chloe, a pupil at Merkinch 

Primary, has had a very successful year 

— see the full story on Page 9. 

 

Picking panto prizewinner 
 

RIGHT... Michelle from Merkinch 

Enterprise invited Nip Inn customer 

Albert to pick an Eden Court Panto 

contest entry out of the Santa hat and 

the lucky winner was Donna Hooper. 
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