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Launch of new club
for teenagers
'M

LEFT… Merkinch Media Club was launched at a
taster day at the Inverness High School. Subjects
include Drumming, Sound Recording, Karaoke and
Costume. If anyone is interested in any of these
classes please contact Merkinch Community Centre
01463 239563.
BELOW… Common Threads, the multicultural
sewing group which meets on Tuesday mornings, is
currently exhibiting this hanging in the Centre. All
aspects of fabric arts are covered, and a crèche is
available.

RIGHT… Billy Nelson
has the lucky touch,
especially when it
comes to raising funds
for charity.
In recent weeks he has
been hitting the headlines with his latest
project - see page 4.
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Happy Valentines
RIGHT… We make no excuse for featuring Ness Soaps again
this month - their display at the Eastgate over St Valentine’s
week was very appealing and sales were good. They also ran a
very successful operation in the main foyer at Raigmore the
previous week and hope to return again before Easter.
Pictured here are Nicky Cudbertson (left), a part-time
assistant who has been working with Ness Soaps since October.
With her is Christine Lamont, an attendee at the Corbett
Centre, who has been involved with the soap-making since the
very start.
BELOW… The African Watoto Choir returned to Merkinch
in January to kick off the Community Centre’s programme of
entertainment. The youngsters’ colourful costumes and
enthusiastic, rhythmic dancing is enough to disperse any
winter blues.
Coming this month is the Easter Eggstravaganza which always
proves popular. That’s on the 20th - ring the Centre on 239563
for details. Other dates for your diary this spring include The
Big Singalong on 22 April, the return of The Indians on 14th
May, and the June Jamboree the following month.
For further coverage of the Centre’s activities, see page 5.

BELOW… Some of the stewards at
Merkinch Community Centre recently took
part in a First Aid course.
Seen here practising their CPR technique
are, from left, Agnes Pieraccini, Lorraine
Morris and Anne McCreadie.

NEW...NEW...NEW...NEW
FOOTBALL is a passion for people of all
ages. And this month we feature one
young fan’s view from the terraces - see
his report on page 8.
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After a fairly cold, blustery and damp Winter, we are rapidly
heading into Spring. Mp33 has been receiving a bit of a
make-over recently. Freshly painted walls, new fittings and
furniture have spruced up the look, and some cool new hardware
has been added to the computer suite. We have had some
internet problems - mostly BT’s fault it has to be said - but should
have connections up and running again soon. We are looking
into HD-DVD editing and production - watch this space!

GRANT STREET ELITE

UPDATE - March 2008
The Drumming Group, conducted by drumming instructor
Gavin De Klerk, have been continuing to get into the beat
on Thursday afternoons, from 4:30-6pm. The group is
learning to follow ever more complex rhythms with each
sessions.
It is hoped that the group will eventually perform their own
gig. So, plenty of practice is in order. If anyone else is
interested in getting involved, please get in touch with us,
and we can get you in on the action. There are also other
percussion instruments still up for grabs.

Who are the Grant Street Elite? You may ask. Well, this is
the title that a group of young people attending our recent
grafitti art workshops, run by artist Marc Delaye, have
labelled themselves. The group have been painting and
drawing a graphic grafitti image of this noble sounding tag
on a large wooden board (see above). The board is now
finished and looking for a wall to call a home.
The resulting artwork is very bold and striking, clearly
demonstrating a lot of innate talent, and will be taking pride
of place, either on the only available wall in mp33, or the
revamped bike shed, which we hope to have back up and
running sometime in March, all things proceeding well.

A definite pose from the drummers after a session.

mp33 has introduced a couple
of new facilties recently - a 50”
HD wall-mounted Plasma
Screen, with HD-DVD Player and
PlayStation 3 connected.

We have also introduced a new
high-end multi-media machine
for video, animation
and music creation.
Still awaiting software...
Marc (far right) advises on the finishing touches to the board.
Lee Shields (far left) helped produce the cartoon figure on the right of the board.

launch of
CASHBACK for Communities
mp33 was honoured to be the venue for the launch of a new funding initiative by the Scottish Government on Friday 15th
February- Cash Back for Communities, Scotland (www.cashbackscotland.com) - where the proceeds from organised crime
are channelled back into community initiatives for and by young people in Scotland. A similar scheme exists in Ireland.
Around £3 million has been pledged Scotland-wide, £84K for the Inverness area. This will be a much needed boost for
activities and resouces required by youth groups and projects in and around Inverness.
Scottish Government Justice Minister, Kenny MacAskill, Chair of the Scottish Youth Parliament and recent Big Brother
winner, John Loughton, and quite a number of young regulars of mp33, along with senior council officials, attended the
launch. Nibbles and drinks were provided, and everyone enjoyed the sociable and lively atmosphere (for which mp33 is
renowned), whilst the local press weaved in and around the rather ‘tight’ confines of mp33 trying to conduct interviews.
Quite a few of our young people have mentioned how much they enjoyed the experience of the launch, particularly in
meeting John Loghton, who is now a well known celebrity. John himself expressed how much he enjoyed meeting up with
other young people and hearing their views. Being so approachable and of an easy manner, the young people did not feel
shy about engaging him in conversation. Some even got his autograph.
Since mp33 was honoured to host this event, we look forward with great relish to tapping into this funding stream, and
offering our young people some novel social and learning opportunities sometime in the near future.

(left to right - John Loughton, Bill Fernie (Education Chair, Highland Council) and Kenny MacAskill

