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Memorial Erected for Victims of Ferryboat Disaster
A memorial plaque has been erected to commemorate the
Ferry Disaster of 1894 that took the lives of six men. The
memorial service was conducted by Rev Richard Burkitt and a
sizeable congregation, made up of locals, descendants of the
deceased, pupils from Merkinch Primary School, the Sea Cadets,
members of HM Coastguard and the Merkinch Community
Centre Pipe Band attended to show their respect.
The memorial stone is situated between the Old Ticket Office
and the former Coastguard Station and overlooks the Beauly
Firth where the tragedy happened. See page 9 for more
information...

A conference is being held in
Inverness on Thursday 16th November
in support of young carers and the
support they receive in the Highlands.
It is designed to gain insight into their
lives and highlight the difficulties they
face daily when caring for a loved one.
There will be guest speakers including
Edward Reid of 'Britain's Got Talent'
who was a young carer himself.
See back page for more details...

Feline Fun for Book
Launch Promotion
Ann Shearer and Dale Deacon pose for
a photo as they get dressed up to
promote Pauline Mackay's children's
book 'Kitty's Scottish
Safari' which is now
available to buy
from the ladies at
Blazing Needles.
To find out how
they got on see
page 7...

Make a disgustingly fun recipe to creep out your friends.
See Page 11…
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Merkinch Community Council Minutes...
Minutes of the Merkinch Community Council
Meeting on 11th October 2017
Present: Dell McClurg, PC Kerr, Liz Young, Heather
Byrne, Cllr Bet McAllister, Merrin Avis, Richard
Burkitt, Cllr Janet Campbell, Donna Chinskie
Apologies: Cllr R. Laird, Anne McReadie
Minutes: Last month’s minutes were proposed by
Merrin Avis and seconded by Dell McClurg.
Matters Arising: The rat problem is hugely
prevalent in the Merkinch and South Kessock areas
and residents are being asked to take responsibility
for appropriate and correct collection and disposal
of their rubbish.
Parking and speeding on Anderson Street has come
up again as an issue, as has Anderson Street graffiti.
Work on the basketball court has commenced.

Police Report
1. Names and identities of quad bike riders have
been given to the Police. There is a caravan
parked up on Rosehaugh Road and the Police
are working with other agencies to enable the
tenant to be moved on.
2. 23 road safety offences were recorded including
1 drink drive offence and 6 fixed penalty notices
were issued for parking/seatbelt offences. 5
calls were made to report the continued
improper use of mini motos, quads and
scramblers on the back field/nature reserve.
3. 16 stop searches were carried out under The
Misuse of Drugs Act with all persons charged
with possession. 1 person was charged with a
drinking bylaw offence and there were 13
reports of drunk persons in the street.
4. 8 calls were reported relating to neighbour
disputes, which is a significant decrease
recently. Just 2 addresses are currently on
Operation Notebook, the joint operation with

Highland Council and Police Scotland. 16 calls
were received related to anti-social behaviour
by children and youths. There were 23 calls
recorded for noise. There was 1 serious assault
reported, and 5 assault calls reported. 1 enquiry
is ongoing and 4 other people have been
reported to the Procurator Fiscal for the other
offences. There were 28 incidents of disorder
reported with 3 people reported to the Fiscal.
5. There were 10 acts of vandalism recorded with
1 person reported to the Fiscal and the rest are
ongoing enquiries. There have been 9 thefts
reported with 1 person so far reported to the
Fiscal. There were 2 reports of housebreaking
and 3 reports of fraud, with all enquiries
ongoing.

Glendoe Terrace: The grass is growing on the roof
of the older flats that haven't yet been renovated
and the guttering needs sorting.
Bus Timetables: The bus timetables need replacing
in a number of stops, as the paper ones are either
out of date, ripped, or missing.
Memorial Plaque: The Sea Cadets, Coastguard and
relatives of the deceased are all attending the
unveiling of the plaque on October 15th. There will
be a few speeches, and a pipe band with parade.
The road will be closed for approximately 40
minutes between 13.00-13.40 and the Police will be
on hand. The CC are hoping to plant some
snowdrops.

6. 18 domestic incidents were reported, 2 of which
were assault and disorder. 10 of the incidents
were non-crimes and related to advice calls.
There were 55 calls relating to mental health
incidents, and 4 calls were received regarding
dogs, and the dog warden is in liaison with the
police regarding this.

Craigton Avenue Houses: The houses are to be
demolished “imminently” but no date has been set
yet. Regret was expressed that Highland Council
allowed these properties to sit empty for so long, as
they could have been used for youth groups or
housing but have lain empty and rates could not
therefore be expected or collected.

Financial Report: Credit balance of £2824.31 and
awaiting the grant from Highland Council. The
Karate Club thanks the CC for their recent donation.

Correspondence: No correspondence received.

Feedback on Community Consultations: The
consultations covered Child Plans and Childcare, as
well as discussing Adult Care packages for mental
health and hospitalised patients. A lot of work has
gone in to producing a Locality Plan to see how the
outcomes can be implemented.
Feedback on Merkinch Primary School: The Family
Centre users are moving to the Primary School.
Astro turf is going to be put into the school for their
green space. The outdoor space will now be run by
Highlife Highland.
The Merkinch area needs a youth club for teens and
somewhere for babies. It was suggested that
Fliperz could move into the Family Centre. A youth
centre will only work with a dedicated youth
worker.

Any Other Business: There is concern that a
resident of Kessock Court is trespassing through
other tenants’ gardens to get to where he's going.
Housing Officer to be informed. Bins left by bin
men are just 'thrown' all over the place and not
placed back where they were collected from. It was
stated at the meeting, that if HC are issuing
guidance for residents on how and when to leave
their bins out for collection, then guidance should
also be issued to their employees on how to take
care when working their rounds. It's not uncommon
for bins to be left on the wrong side of the road, or
blocking driveways and paths.
A lamppost on Carnarc Crescent has been hit
several times and could do with being removed. It
was raised that we could apply for funding for an
outdoor gym.
Next Meeting: 8th November 2017 at 6.00pm.

Madras Street Hall
SUNDAY — CHURCH SERVICE —
5PM

ARTS IN MERKINCH

SUNDAY — SUNDAY SCHOOL —
5PM, DURING CHURCH SERVICE

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

TUESDAY — BIBLE DISCUSSION
GROUP — 7PM

FRIDAY 24th NOVEMBER 2017

THURSDAY — ROAD TO
RECOVERY — 7.30PM
CONTACT — TEL: 01463 715809 /
01463 231981

Madras Street Hall
41 Madras Street

TO BE HELD ON

AT 4.00pm IN THE BIKE SHED

AGENDA
Welcome and Apologies
1. Minutes of AGM 2016
2. Chairperson’s Annual Report
3. Accounts Year End 2016/2017
4. Election of Directors
5. A.O.C.B
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Walk on the Wild Side...
September saw the
first group of
participants from
Inverness High
School graduate
from their outdoor
pursuits experience.
The new group from
S4 in Inverness High
School kicked off
their activities with
a canoe trip through
the beautiful and
tranquil Aigas Gorge
(pictured top left). After a
couple of capsizings the
group emerged a lot
wetter but a bit more
experienced.
Their second week had
them weaselling through
rock caves and tunnels
followed by an abseil down a rock face (pictured left and above). Their
experience will continue with a mountain bike trip through the
Cairngorms and a chilly gorge swimming session.

Struggling with fuel bills?
SSE Customer?

Are you on benefits or in receipt
of Free School Meals?
If yes, you may be eligible for a
£140 one-off discount.
Information and Application Forms are available at:
https://www.sse.co.uk/help/accessibility/warm-home-discount
To find out more contact Roy
on 01667 455620 / 07454 946 957
lgowitroy@highlandtsi.org.uk
LGOWIT, hosted by the Highland Third Sector
Interface, HTSI, SRC SCO43521. This project is
supported by the Transforming Self Management in
Scotland Fund provided by the Scottish Government,
administered by Health and Social Care Alliance
Scotland.

OR
Find out more from the Council’s Welfare Support Team by
e-mailing: welfare.support@highland.gov.uk
or on

Freephone 0800 090 1004
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Boxing News...
Opening Times
Boys and Girls aged 5 years to 9 years
Monday, Wednesday & Friday - 4.30pm till 5.30pm

Inverness City Boxing Club entered six boxers
into the 2017 BSL Novice Championships last
weekend and four boxers (pictured right)
have qualified for this week's finals!

Boys and Girls aged 10 years to 14 years
Monday to Friday - 5.30pm till 6.30pm
Senior Male and Female
Monday to Friday - 6.30pm till 8.00pm
Open to All
Saturday and Sunday - 10.00am till 12.00pm

INVERNESS TRINITY
CHURCH of SCOTLAND
“We aim to be a welcoming fellowship, proclaiming in
worship the gospel of Jesus Christ, ready to serve with
compassion the needs of the community.”
Your Parish Church
Rev Alistair Murray BD.
Sunday Services 11.00am
(Kidzone & Crèche during the Morning Service)
Induction Loop System
Girls’ Brigade meets Mondays 6.30pm
Boys’ Brigade meets Fridays 6.00pm
All Welcome
The Church Halls are available for children’s parties.

2017 BSL Novice
Championship Results

Pictured from left to right:
Damien Mackenzie, David Stewart,
Ben Bartlett and Aiden Williamson.

Alastair Stewart
& Son
Memorials Ltd
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Additional inscriptions in
any cemetery.

THURSDAY 14th DECEMBER
2017

TO BE HELD ON

For a colour brochure ring

invernesstrinitychurch@yahoo.co.uk

01463 710178

or by phoning the Church Office and leaving a message
on 221490.
(www.trinityinverness.org.uk)
Inverness Trinity Church of Scotland
is a registered Scottish Charity (SC015432)

AT 10.00am IN 12 GRANT STREET

AGENDA

We also collect scrap metal free of charge. White goods
such as washing machines are acceptable but not fridges
or freezers.
Anyone interested can contact us via the Church Facebook
page, by email:

MERKINCH ENTERPRISE

Granite Memorials at
KEEN prices.

12-14 Carsegate Road North,
Inverness, IV3 8DU

Welcome and Apologies
1. Minutes of AGM 2016
2. Chairperson’s Annual Report
3. Accounts Year End 2016/2017
4. Election of Directors
5. A.O.C.B
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The Bike Shed Christmas
Arts & Crafts Fair 2017
If you would like to enter items into the Arts & Crafts Fair, please
complete the form below and return with your items along with
the £5.00 entry fee.
Dates for work to be dropped off:


Monday 20th November 12pm – 4pm



Tuesday 21st November 12pm – 4pm

Or by special arrangement


All work must be clearly labelled underneath, on the back or with tie label with artist name, item name, and
price.



Any single items must not be priced for sale at more than £50



Arts in Merkinch will take 20% of any sales. E.g. sell at £10, you get £8, we get £2. Payments to artist will be
made within a month of the exhibition closing. By cheque only.



Unsold work can be collected between 10am and 2pm on Monday 4 th December or by arrangement.



Preview evening Friday 24th of November between 4 and 8pm



Open every day between Tuesday 28th November and Saturday 2nd December 12pm – 4pm, except
Wednesday 29th and Thursday 30th November.

Please complete the following questions and list your artwork on the back of this form which you should bring along with your
work. Any queries please contact catherine@merkinch.org.uk
Name
Address & Postcode
Telephone
Email
Have you exhibited with us before?
How did you hear about this exhibition?

The following items will be accepted for exhibition. Please note maximum quantities.


Framed Paintings, Drawings, Photos, Prints etc. to a maximum of 2ft x 2ft (60cm x 60cm): max of 3
pieces



Mounted Drawings, Photographs, and Prints to a maximum of 2ft x 2ft (60cm x 60cm): max of 3
pieces



Cards: maximum of 30 per person



Jewellery: maximum of 15 pieces per person



Pottery / Ceramics / Glass: maximum of 12 pieces per person (depending on size)



Knit wear / Clothing / Hats / Bags / Scarves etc.: maximum of 12 pieces per person

Due to spaces limitations we may not be able to display all pieces at once and may replace display items as they sell.
All items are left at the makers own risk and should be insured, if required, by the owner.
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Arts News

For details of events or other enquiries, please ring 01463 719712

News & Events 2017

Highland Multicultural Friends

Celebrating Cultural Diversity ~ Connecting Communities

Scottish Charity number SCO43200

Why not drop in and join us at the

Cameron Youth Centre
Planefield Road, Inverness IV3 5DN

Wednesdays:

English Language: 10.00am-11:30am
Common Threads Sewing Group: 10.00am-12noon

Thursdays:

Tai Chi: 11.00am-12noon
Women’s Fitness: 12.30-1.30pm
English Language: 12.00-1.00pm
Food & Friendship Group: 12:30-2.00pm
All Age Kids Club: 5.30-7.00pm
(see facebook for details as the group arrange trips out and about some weeks)

Childcare is available for mums attending groups

These activities follow school terms to fit in with family responsibilities.
HMF also organises community events and schools workshops.
For more information contact: 07518 384377 or
with funding from:

HighlandMulticulturalFriends

November 2017
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Arts News

For details of events or other enquiries, please ring 01463 719712

News & Events 2017
Christmas Arts & Crafts
Fair 2017

ART EXHIBITION
As part of the Scottish Mental Health Arts Festival
The Bike Shed are hosting an exhibition of
paintings, drawings and sculptural work over
the months of October and November.

FREE ENTRY
Preview Evening - Friday 24 November 4-8pm
Open every day between Saturday 25th November until Saturday 2nd
December from 12 Noon until 4pm except Wednesday 29th and
Thursday 30th November

Entry is free to the Exhibition
Shop local this Christmas and support small business while bagging a unique gift.

Due to ongoing building improvements opening times may vary but plan to be as follows:
Mondays 10.30-12.30
Tuesdays 1.30-3.30
Other viewings can be arranged by emailing
catherine@merkinch.org.uk
The Bike Shed
23 Grant Street
Inverness

Blazing Needles News...
There was a good attendance at the book launch of Kitty's
Scottish Safari. Pictured right is Ann and Dale from Blazing
Needles, with children from the Fliperz nursery, who were
out and about promoting the new book.
The story was read by author Pauline Mackay and the ladies
from Blazing Needles later helped the children knit scarves
for their teddies. It was a great success with lots of needles
going click click. If anyone would like a copy of the book then
please contact Blazing Needles.

THE ART ROOM
2.00pm - 5.00pm

26th of November

Arts in Merkinch
c/o Merkinch Enterprise
14 Grant Street
Merkinch
INVERNESS
IV3 8BL
Phone: 01463 240085
Email: catherine@merkinch.org.uk
Web: www.artsinmerkinch.org.uk

Christmas Workshop
at The Bike Shed

Our annual Christmas theme workshop will take
place at the Bike Shed on

Saturday 25th of November
at 1.30pm until 4.00pm

This is usually a busy workshop and more details will be on
the AiM and The Bike Shed Facebook pages.
Come along and join us for a relaxing afternoon creating art work for
your own pleasure. Any kind of media and everyone is welcome!
The theme is CELEBRATION but you are free to paint or draw what
you like. Let your imagination run wild!

£5.00 entry fee

An art group not a tutor led class
for more information email:
catherine@merkinch.org.uk

Book your place now! All age groups are
welcome to attend but children must be
accompanied by an adult.
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Merkinch Community Centre Honoured by Town House
Merkinch Community Centre were honoured by the
Town House who provided a Civic Dinner
commemorating forty years in delivering community
services.
It was a very happy celebratory occasion with sixty
guests – mainly volunteers who help in the
centre. Some councillors attended and Councillor
Bet McAllister gave a rousing speech as the deputy
provost. She commended the centre for continuing
to move with the times and keep a contemporary approach and provide the
services which people
want today. She said
how proud she was
to be associated with
the centre and all the
continuing success.
Anne McCreadie, Chairperson gave a moving speech remembering memories of forty years
but not only that, looking at today and also to tomorrow – being so thankful for such a wide
range of volunteers who
give their time and talents
freely to make the centre
such a flourishing place.
Elsie Normington,
Development Officer was
the final speaker who gave a dynamic and inspiring speech about the key to success and
validating the long term leadership from the chair
which has kept the ship balanced over the years
providing consistent management and long term
knowledge for new projects.
The event culminated in presentations being made to
Anne McCreadie and Dell McClurg for their long term
service, both pictured right with Councillor Bet
McAllister centre. A night to be proud!!

RAP Distribution
Business delivery and transportation services
throughout the North of Scotland







Paul Clayton: 07581 199843
Robert Primrose: 07732 143365
Multi-drop expertise
Warehousing and forklift facility
Same day service
Logistics software with PDAs
Last minute requests

Next Day Delivery Coverage:








5b Carsegate Road South
Inverness IV3 8LL
www.rapdistribution.com
paul@rapdistribution.com

Inverness-shire
Ross & Cromarty
Sutherland
Caithness
Morayshire
Banffshire
Argyll

Expertise in deliveries to the Hospitality Industry, Motor Industry,
Commercial, Construction and Green Energy locations.

No job too big or small.
Contact us for a free quote.
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Memorial Plaque Erected to
Commemorate Ferry Tragedy
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Lentil & Sweet Potato
Curry

Ingredients

Prep: 10 min
Time to cook: 25 min
Serves: 2

 2 tbsp vegetable or olive oil
 1 red onion, chopped
 1 tsp cumin seed
 1 tsp mustard seeds (any colour)
A memorial plaque was unveiled during a ceremony to commemorate the 1894
Ferry Disaster that took the lives of six men. The event was well attended by local
people, descendants of the six men, Merkinch Primary School pupils, the Sea
Cadets and members of HM Coastguard. They were led by the Merkinch
Community Centre Pipe Band as they made their way to the memorial site.
Rev Richard Burkitt conducted the memorial service, who also gave a brief
account of the events that transpired during the stormy evening of February 23rd.
An account of that evening goes like so: Two ferry boats crossed the Beauly Firth
every hour, from two piers, one situated at North Kessock and the other at South
Kessock, passing each other mid-channel. On the evening of the 23rd of February,
the boat from South Kessock successfully crossed the stretch of water to the
North Kessock pier at around 6.00pm. The other ferry boat however was unable
to make the crossing to the South slipway as it was blown off course by strong
winds.
Murdo Macleod, the skipper of this beleaguered vessel, decided to drop anchor
and ride out the storm along with his crew of three. The ferocity of the storm and
the increasingly treacherous waters became too much for the small craft, as
waves engulfed the ferry boat. The concerned crew signalled they were in distress
which was spotted onshore by William Hobbs, Divisional Officer of HM
Coastguard.
The Coastguard launched a boat to try and tow the ferry back but they were
forced back to shore by the storm. They tried again, drifting down from the
moored pilot boat using a secured hawser. This time they were successful. A line
was passed to the ferry boat as the rescue boat came alongside and the crew of
four managed to board the Coastguard vessel. However, disaster struck when
waves then overwhelmed the Coastguard boat causing it to capsize. All eight men
were thrown overboard. Unfortunately, only two men survived, ferryman Angus
MacKinnon and Coastguard Charles Lovejoy. Of the six men who lost their lives,
three were Coastguards (William Hobbs, Ruband Staite and James Kilby) and three
were ferrymen (Murdo MacLeod, John Mackenzie and John Macdonald).
The memorial stone has been erected between the Old Ticket Office and the
former Coastguard Station, also known as Tangle Tower. The artwork on the two
plaques was designed by pupils from Merkinch Primary School.

 1 tbsp medium curry powder
 100g red or green lentil, or a mixture
 2 sweet potatoes, peeled and cut into chunks
 500ml vegetable stock
 400g can chopped tomato
 400g can chickpea, drained
 ¼ small pack coriander (optional)
 natural yogurt and naan bread, to serve

Method
1. Heat the oil in a large pan, add the onion and
cook for a few mins until softened. Add the spices
and cook for 1 min more, then stir in the lentils,
sweet potatoes, stock and chopped tomatoes.
2. Bring to the boil, then cover and simmer for 20
mins until the lentils and sweet potatoes are
tender. Add the chickpeas and heat through.
3. Season, sprinkle with coriander / onion if you
like, and serve with seasoned yogurt and naan
bread.
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Sports News Merkinch Sports News Merkinch Sports News
Merkinch Football Academy Report
Primary 2/3 training has restarted after the holidays and is on Fridays 2.45 - 3.45pm at Merkinch Primary
Primary 4/5 training is back on Sundays at 11.00am - 12.30pm at Merkinch Primary School.
They competed in the Gordon Bennett Cup recently at Inverness High School (results in next issue).
Primary 6/7 continue the IDYFA League games at
Inverness High School and training is on Sundays 11 12.30pm at Merkinch Primary
They also participated in the Gordon Bennett Cup (results
in next issue).
Primary Girls will be back to training on Wednesdays after
school between 3.15 - 4.15pm at Merkinch Primary School.
IHS Ladies took part in a Girls Football Festival at Bught
Park recently (pictured right) and continue training on
Thursdays 4.15 - 5.15pm at Inverness High School.
Street League under-15s and under-17s teams have their
Presentation of Awards night soon and we will have photos
in next month’s issue of News & Views.
For details of all teams training and games please visit the
Merkinch Football Academy Facebook page.

St Michael & All Angels
Scottish Episcopal Church,
Abban Street

Abban Street Dental Clinic
Attendance Notice
58 patients failed to attend appointments in September. Time
wasted was 26 hours and 10 minutes.

Sunday Services 9.45am
Weekday Mass Tuesday 10.00am

Fairfield Medical Practice
Attendance Notice

Tuesday 2nd All Souls Day
10.30am and 7.30pm
Requiem Service to remember our
loved ones who have died.

93 patients failed to attend their appointments in September.

Tuesday 28th 2.30 - 4.00pm
Knitting Group meets in the hall.

Volunteers Needed to
Deliver the News & Views

ALL WELCOME

We need help on the following routes/areas. Each route
takes approximately 1 to 2 hours per month to complete.

10.30am - 12.00pm
on Tuesdays

You are welcome to come to the hall for
tea and biscuits

Priest:

Revd Canon Dr John Cuthbert

Web site:
www.stmichaelschurchinverness.org
For information
on Christenings, Weddings and other
ceremonies or events

Tel: 01463 233797












Abban Street
Abbey Court
Anderson Street
Cameron Square
Cameron Road
Carse Road
Glendoe Terrace
Grant Street
Kessock Avenue
Kilmuir Court










Kilmuir Road
Lochalsh Road
Lower Kessock St
MacLennan Cres
Mill Court
Pumpgate
Rosehaugh Road
Telford Court

Please call in at 14 Grant Street or ring
Merkinch Enterprise on 01463 240085 if
you can help. Thank you.
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Lots of indoor and outdoor play for the Fliperz Holiday Club.
A visit to Merkinch Nature Reserve and the children also
requested a visit to Inverness Castle.

A trip to the cinema and pizza making!

Snot Recipe

Impress your kids with this
fantastically icky snot recipe
activity.
Snot recipe is a fun way to
get kids learning about
science through art and craft
and making their own kitchen
creations.
Kids art and craft has never
been this fun, so grab your
ingredients and get mixing!
What you will need:


corn or golden syrup
gelatine sachets
 water
 green food colouring


Fliperz Christmas Fayre
Fliperz Nursery are holding their very first Christmas Fayre and we
would like the local community and surrounding areas to be a part
of it.
Do you have a love for art, craft or baking? Then we need you!!
To find out more information about the fayre contact Stacey or
Lauren on 01463 234232, email stacey@merkinch.org.uk or even
just pop in and have a chat with
us.
To hire a stall and sell your products it will cost
£10.00, all you need to do is fill in a booking form and
pay a £5.00 deposit at time of booking, then £5.00 on
the day of the fayre.
I look forward to taking lots of bookings!

Stacey Proctor
Nursery Manager

How to make:
1. Ask an adult to boil ½ cup
of water on the stove.
2. Take the saucepan off the
heat and add a drop of
green food colouring.
3. Sprinkle in three sachets
of gelatine.
4. Let it soften for a few
minutes and stir with a
fork.
5. Add enough syrup to
make one cup of snot
mixture.
6. You'll need to add more
water as it cools.
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Funded Places Available
for children aged 2-5 years
at FLIPERZ NURSERY
At Fliperz we aim to provide excellent quality childcare for children aged 2+.
The nursery follows current practice and guidelines from Education Scotland
and we work in partnership with the Highland Council using the Curriculum
for Excellence in everyday activities and experiences.
If you enrol your child with Fliperz, your child will have their own personal
learning journey which records their learning development, achievements
and next steps. It also has a developmental overview of your child’s skills,
which is accessible to the children and parents at all times.
At Fliperz we are learning about friendship and building positive
relationships through curiosity, imagination, open-mindedness and problem
solving.
Funded places mean that if your child is
an eligible 2-5 year old they are entitled
to 16 hours of childcare per week,
regardless of your circumstances, that is
paid for by the government.

Our Friendship Tree at Fliperz Nursery

For more information or to enrol your child you can visit the nursery any time. Just ask for Stacey, our Childcare
Manager or Lauren, our Senior Early Years Practitioner.
Alternatively, give us a call on 01463 234232 or email: stacey@merkinch.org.uk

Connecting Young Carers
Schools Update - Over 1,000 pupils reached!
After a busy summer of residential activities and day trips it’s back to school for our young carers and the Young Carer
team. So far this academic year we have had the chance to speak to over 1000 pupils across several schools in Highland
about young carers and what support is available to them. With the launch of our Young Carer Positive Award, aimed at
helping schools to ensure young carers are seen, heard and supported, we are really excited about what the future holds
for our schools activity. Much of our work raising awareness and identifying young carers happens through schools and
we cannot thank them enough for giving us the time to speak to pupils.
If you would like to find our more please contact our schools worker Gemma Cooper at gcooper@connectingcarers.org.uk
or telephone Gemma on 07823 415060.

The countdown has begun! We’re getting excited about our conference - The Future for Young Carers in
Education - 2018 and Beyond being held on Thursday 16th November at Smithton Church Hall.
The conference is an opportunity for teachers, youth work professionals and those
involved in young people’s lives to find out about the impact the Carers (Scotland)
Act 2016 will have for young carers and what is happening to support young carers in
Highland. We are delighted to have guest speakers Cathy Begley, Participation and
Education Officer from the Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland and
Edward Reid (pictured right) of Britain’s Got Talent who is himself a former young
carer. Edward will be discussing his experience growing up in a caring role. The day will be fun and informative and if you
haven’t already booked at ticket or told your local school about it please check www.connectingcarers.org.uk for more
information. You can also book via Eventbrite by searching ‘Future for Young Carers…’
Connecting Young Carers, in partnership with the Highland Youth Arts Hub, has been awarded funding by Shared Care Scotland to
deliver a series of bitesize residential breaks for up to 10 young carers aged 12-16 from across the Highlands. Each weekend break
will have a creative element to it where young carers will get to try out different art forms such as creative writing, dance and screen
printing. The breaks will happen over the next 12 months so watch this space for information about how you can help young people
to get involved.

Web: www.connectingcarers.org.uk Support Line: 01463 723560 Email: carers@connectingcarers.org.uk
Compiled and produced by Merkinch Enterprise, 14 Grant Street Inverness IV3 8BL - Tel: 01463 240085
Accepted as a charity by the Inland Revenue and a company limited by guarantee.
Registered in Scotland No. SC138569. Registered as a Charity in Scotland No. SC020326.
VAT registration No. 735348522.

